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Book art by Melissa Dey Hasbrook, Michigan, and
Judy Ballinger, Pennsylvania; also social comment
art by Namaya Productions of Vermont and an essay
by Trudy Myrrh Reagan of California; photos from
FGC and the Tri  -Quarter retreat in New Jersey.
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Melissa Dey Hasbrook lauds her creative
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for every mirror there 1is a moon
who sings to the sea as she forever
moves to the motion of the moon
the water splashes every shore with
every tide of every day and night
there is no stopping this force of moon
nor force of water no matter what
man says nor does nor woman nor
child nor memory nor forgetting

for every movement there is a body
that shakes and dances that cries
and sings that knows the difference
between pleasure and pain that knows
how pleasure may beget pain and
how pain may beget pleasure

for every body there 1is a soul
that is bound to the flesh tethered
and woven and bled to the bone
that speaks in  tongues and in
silences  that knows  itself beyond
knowledge that confers to the
cycle of the moon forever
waxing and waning

and so it goes that the child speaks
whether or not the adult listens
be it the adult who is the child
or the child who is the adult do
not assume that we are different
apart from height and weight
we have eyes and hearts and
these feet must walk when we
have them and the possibility to
move whether corporeal or spiritual

speak to me about you and hear my
voice between your teeth for this
imaginary space that starts and
ends from my ears to your mouth
is a continuous cavern that engulfs us both no
matter what words we hurl at one another or

keep lodged in our sinew
we breathe the same air even as we
claim separate territories know

that you and 1 are we us our
whole may be fractured or flawed

Poem written by Melissa Dey
Hasbrook at FGC
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but entirely one in many hold me
as 1 hold you that we may be
in the know of the soul
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